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by Joseph M. Herrmann

King Neptune Comes Calling

l had only planned to do two articles on the
Norwegian Woodturning Cruise, but | decided that there
were a few brief stories left that | wanted to share with
you. One concerned an “execution” in the form of
“walking the plank” that was carried out aboard ship to
atone for a slur against the good name of Odd Erik. | will
discuss that in a future article. However, today, | would
like to share with you the story of King Neptune's visit to
the MS Gann tfo commemorate our crossing the Arctic
Circle.

We crossed the Arctic Circle at 7:22 a.m. on the sixth day
of the cruise on our way to Bodg. Many of the passen-
gers who were on deck saw the marker that indicated
the location of the Arctic Circle as we passed (see Fig.
1). Rumors started to fly that a special guest would be on
board sometime in the afternoon, and all kinds of stories
started fo circulate about the gruesome initiation cere-
mony that first-time crossers of the Arctic Circle would

Fig. 1

The marker indicating the location of the Arctic Circle
was on a small island in the fjord (photo by Mike Stafford).

have to endure as a rite
of passage. Many pas-

sengers chose to hide in
their cabins and only the
bravest among us optfed
fo stay on deck.

KING NEPTUNE ARRIVES

The uppermost deck of
the ship was chosen as
the place to hold the cer-
emony and the “bravest
of the brave” among the
passengers were gath-
ered to face the God of
the Seal King Neptune
and his henchman ap-
peared, Odd Erik read
the proclamation about
crossing the Arctic Circle,
and the passengers were
prepared for the ceremo-

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

ny (see Fig. 2).
King Neptune was

Odd Erik read the proclamation

King Neptune makes his appearance.

about crossing the Arctic Circle.
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Fig. 5

Every king needs a henchman to Jerry Hammock was the first | took my turn next
help carry out the unpleasant tasks. person to undergo the rites. (photo by Mark Baker).

Fig. 8

Fig. 9

Mike took his seat King Neptune applied the The henchman sprayed
on the throne. “hot oil” to Mike's face. Mike’s face with the cold water.

dressed in a pair of orange coveralls covered with sea-
weed and he was carrying a pot of hot oil (chocolate
syrup) that he would use to smear over the newly minted
“blue noses” (see Fig. 3). His henchman carried a pot
of ice cold sea water that would be used to baptize the

initiate into the fraternity (see Fig. 4).

INITIRTION RIGHTS

Jerry Haommock of King Arthur’s Tools went first (see Fig. 5),
and the application of the hot oil and the cold sea water
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Fig. 10 Fig. 11 Fig. 12
The first two initiated didn’t Mike tries to get away Mike still got quite wet
get cold water poured down from the king’s henchman during the ceremony.
their backs, but Mike did. and the cold water.

Fig. 13 Fig. 14 Fig. 15
Mike proudly displays Francis Tacq takes his turn Sarah Baker was a good sport
his Certificate of Crossing. and gets a monogram. and endured a little more cold

didn't appear to be too bad. | figured that the king and
his henchman would either get carried away right in the
beginning or save it for later as their confidence grew, so |
went next (see Fig. 6). My good friend Mike Stafford soon

followed.
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water than most received.

The person selected for initiation was seated in a chair
(see Fig. 7) and was approached by King Neptune who
daubed the “hot motor oil” on his face (see Fig. 8). Then
the henchman sprayed the inifiate’s face with the cold
sea water (see Fig. 9). | knew that sooner or later, the king



and his henchman would start to
get carried away and they did.
Mike also got a cup of cold water
poured down the back of his shirt
(see Fig. 10). He tried to get away
from the henchman and actually
succeeded (see Figs. 11 and 12).
Everyone who participated in
the Blue Nose Ceremony got a
“Certificate of Crossing” as a
memento (see Fig. 13).

OTHER CELEBRITY INITIATES

Francis Tacqg of Wivamac lathes
had a “W" painted on his fore-
head by King Neptune (see Fig.
14). Sarah Baker (wife of the editor
of the British woodturning maga-
zine) took her turn in the chair (see
Fig. 15). The king and his hench-
man were getting a little bolder Fig. 16 Fig. 17
by this time, and then, later on in

the ceremony, they really bap- ., . T
tized one of the passengers (see The king’s henchman This is my certificate that |

Fig. 16). | later was fold that the really baptized received to mark the crossing.
’ : this poor woman!
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woman was a member of the
staff and | guess “payback” was
in order! Everyone who participated got a certificate that they could frame upon returning home (see Fig. 17).

FINAL THOUGHTS

I hope you enjoyed this story of King Neptune's visit and that you will have an opportunity to get your own certificate on
the next voyage. For more information about the woodturning cruise, please contact Odd Erik at odderik@verktoyas.no
(Note: This is the correct e-mail address. There was a misprint in the e-mail address in the previous issue).

Woodsurping

For new projects, woodturning events, reader’s forum,
brag board, contact information and subscription information,
log onto: www.woodturningdesign.com

ATTENTION READERS! ShavingSE

We are always seeking submissions for Shavings!
What our readers are sharing!

Do you want fo be featured in Shavingse Do you have a com-
ment to share? A helpful hint to pass on? Have you made
something featured in one of our past issuese Were you inspired by one of our projects or articlese We want to hear
from you! Share with us! Forward submissions via email to: editors@woodturningdesign.com, by snail mail to: Joe
Herrmann, 1882 St. Rt. 45, Rock Creek, OH 44084 or if you're one of our fans on Facebook, contact us there. If
including a photograph, please submit at least a 3" x 5", 300dpi jpeg file. We reserve the right to edit submissions
based on space. Thanks for sharing!
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