During the sarly part of this
August, | was cne of fifteen
demonstrators on a
woodturning cruise traveliing
from Stavanger in Southern
Morway to Tremsa (far above
the Arctic Circle) visiting over
twelve cities along the way
Tha voyage began with rain
and ovarcast skias, butl afler a
couple of days the sun shong
for most of the cruise. The
mauntain ranges were guite
braathtaking with cver eighty
peaks along ane range, here
and there we would suddenly
COME across some spectacular
waterfalls. Then there was
Trallfiorden Fjord - the entrance
was 30 narrow | could nearly
touch the side of the mountain,
trust the Captain!

During the twelve day trip we
saw some of the most beautiful
seenery in Morway, visiting a
diffgrent town or ity each day,
such as Bergen, Trondheim,
Tromso, Alesund, Malde,
Svolvaer, ete. In Norway, towns
and cities are bullt arcund the
harbours, 50 each time we
docked, we were nearly in the
cantra of the town or city. It
was good news for the |adies
who love to shop! Although |
was demonstrating mast of the
time, | managed to-go on somea
of the organised coach trips or
to have a couple of hours
browsing arcund the shops,
museums, exhibitions and craft
shops.

| could never have dreamt it!
Coasting up Norway, crossing
the Arctic Circle Into the Land
of the Midnight Sun with a
band of woedturners, carvers
and equipmeant salesmen,
pramaoting woodturning along
the way. This was the dream of
my good friend Odd Erik
Thiemee, the Manager of
WIWWY Varkioy AS, based in
Stavanger. | have
demonstrated at a varisty of
craft shows for him in Osls,
Trondheim and Stavanger
during the |ast few years
{remember my Diary of &
Craftwarker in Crafisman last
year?). The ship 'M.3. Gann' is
one cf the famous Hurtigarute
veszals thal have sailed Up
and down the coast of Norway
providing assential
transpaortation and
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DTURNING, CARVING
D PYROGRAPHY ..

communication for remote fjord
and coastal communitias.
These days M.3. Gann is 2
schoot ship and Is used for
training youngsters in
seamanship for most of the
yaar, During the summer il i3
usad for three cruises.

On boarding we had over one
hundred paying passengers,
mainly woodiurning
anthusiasts, some with their
wives, thara were aboul 47
ladies.

During the passages from
harbour to harbour the
damonstrators gave instruction
on & one-lo-ong or sometimes
a group demonstration.
Paszengers were also able o
Luse the lathes, under
ingtruction, and some of the
carving and pyrography
equipment. Woodturning has
become a very popular hobby
and business for some
Morwegians, so when wa
docked at the various towns or
cities, there was always a good
crowd waiting 1o come on
board to watch the
demaonstrations or purchase
items from the shop on hoard.
My wife-Del and | were running
the pyrography warkshap,
which was always very busy
and popular. We sold a largs
number of machines via the
shop, too,

There are so many marvellous
memaries of a trip which took
us to mew places, introduced
us to unusual foods and new
friends. |t proved that there is
mare to wocdturning, weed
carving and burning wood....

RS, | was in charge-of pulting
the fags up... Bucss what?._.
| put the Weish flag up on the
main mast 85 we came o
Bergen.... the Nonvegians
thought we were the Welsh
Mavy

Far details of the next cruiss.
contact

Qdd Erik Thijgmee

WIWW Verktoy AS

5 Johagen 2

4018 Stavanger

MorwaEy

Tel: (0047) 51 B8 68 0D

Photographs by Rogor Baglay, ane
of the pagsengers on tho cruiss,



